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From your editor:  
Everyone is invited to bring along blooms to display at the Show. 
Benching of blooms is on Sat 13 July from 7am until 11am.  At 11am 
judging will commence.  
 
Being part of a club or society is all about participation so perhaps in 
2024 it may be the first year you bring blooms (flowers) to our 
show!    
 
If you do not know the name of your flower, members will be on 
hand to assist.  We look forward to seeing you.   
 
We are a welcoming group of members so come along with you 
bloom and introduce yourself!   Jenny Cavenagh  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From your editor:  the NSWCRS website has been updated by 
Tony Cavenagh.  
Take a look at the new look NSWCRS website.    It contains 
latest news, cultural notes and much more!                          
www.camelliansw.org 
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Our Annual Camellia Show 
is next weekend.  

 
Ravenswood School in Gordon.  

 
Set up – Thursday 11 July 9am – 

1.30pm.  
 

Benching Sat 13 July 7am – 11am.  
 

Open Show Sat 13 1.30pm to 
4.30pm. 

 
Open Show Sunday 10am to 4pm. 

 

NSW Camellia 
Research Society 
NEWSLETTER 
ISSN: 2207-6883 

PG. 1 0  

Champion Bloom June meeting – Bruce Walker. C. reticulata 
‘Winters Own Variegated’. Class 12 Reticulatas & their hybrids. 
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The NSW Camellia Research 
Society Annual Show is 
happening next weekend! 
 

The Society requests help from the NSW CRS 
members to make the annual show a success.  
 
Are you able to help? Tasks and times are 
below. 
 
Please contact Richie Griffiths on 
RichieG@ryde.nsw.gov.au. to nominate a day 
and time.  We look forward to your support. 
 
 
 

We are operating a 
café at the Camellia 
Show and would like 
to serve homemade 
cakes and slices with 

tea and coffee. We can only do this with 
your help.  If you can help, please 
contact Judith McGill on 0401 505 656 
or Julie Hood on 0448 399 868 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 11 July       9.00 am to 1.30 pm (morning only). Hall Set up.  As many people as possible are required,  
working on a variety of tasks incl. cup placement and filling, table covering and setting up, category/class labels. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Saturday 13 July       7.00 am to 11.00am     Benching blooms, generally anyone available after benching their own 
blooms to assist any general duties (moving cups, assisting stewards to move blooms, identifying blooms). 
 
Saturday 13 July       11.00 to 1.00 pm          Judging and recording. Assistance required for scribing, stewarding, 
‘runners’ and other general tasks within the judging area. 
 
Saturday 13 July         1.30 to 4.30 pm           General duties dealing with the general public - entry desk, info desk, 
raffles, kitchen. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Sunday 14 July            10.00 am to 4.00 pm   general duties dealing with the general public - entry desk, info desk, 
raffles, kitchen. 
 
Sunday 14 July            4.00 to 5.30pm           Conclusion of show. Pack up. All hands-on deck. 
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               PRESIDENT’S PREVIEW       
 
 
The Show preparations are progressing well under the guidance of our experienced show manager Richie Griffiths. It is 
hoped that many members will be able to assist with the set- up on Thursday 11th July at Ravenswood School for Girls, 
Henry Street Gordon. It is usually completed in less than three hours.  
 
Help is also needed on Saturday 13th 1.30-4.30pm and Sunday 14th 10am – 4pm.  Please send a brief email to Richie or just 
turn up whenever you can as someone else will need a break even if it is for 10 - 20 minutes or more.  
Richie Griffiths <RichieG@ryde.nsw.gov.au> 
 
The roster tends to be fluid as weekend commitments often change. We are grateful for all your assistance. Member name 
badges will be on the information table upstairs. By wearing the name badges during the show members can be identified 
by the public who can then make enquiries about meetings or cultivars. If you do not know the answer, direct the person to 
someone who probably does. 
 
Judges and stewards will also wear badges. They are the only people apart from scribes, computer recorders and runners to 
be in the hall during judging. There will probably be three RHS judges observing our camellia judges to learn camellia 
specific judging details. 
 
The entrance admission table especially in the first few hours may need two people on duty. The admission fee can be paid 
with cash or by eftpos. The show questionnaire doubles for contact details and the daily lucky door prizes. Membership 
forms will be available here and at the information desk.  
 
Extra assistance in the café, especially at peak times would be helpful. Julie Hood has organised a display of memorabilia 
including some rare items from International Camellia congresses. As in past years there will be an interesting and diverse 
display of Ikebana. Camellia Grove plants and Cutabove tools will have areas too. 
 
 
At the June meeting we had another pleasant evening in the Garden Square Hall. 
The Garden Square Hall has a gentle ambience. The television screens there are proving useful as they provide greater 
clarity for images.  We were able to enjoy photographs of the visit to Chris Chapman’s Garden, while Marion Moyes and 
Chris judged the bloom competition. 
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Sandra Marker was our speaker for the evening. Sandra provided us with a sense of the philosophy of Ikebana. I have seen 
a few Ikebana demonstrations previously, but I learnt so much more from Sandra’s presentation. Her Ikebana images were 
a delight to view, and the variety was fascinating.    
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sandra then demonstrated some Ikebana concepts with just one type of foliage and just a few flowers. I especially found myself smiling 
when Sandra acted the greeting implications that come from placements in a design. I wanted to call out, "That’s two of my grandsons. 
One always offers a hug and the other turns slightly away signalling that he would rather not see me." An interesting notion to have in 
mind when observing all types of floral design in the future. Our thanks to Sandra for her preparation, presentation and demonstration. 
So nice to have one of our members as the “guest speaker”.   
 

 
 
We welcomed two new members, Guy and Vered Vissel.  
 
There were two lucky door prizes generously donated by Camellia Grove Nursery, 8 Cattai Ridge Road, Glenorie. Juliet won the cultivar, 
Spanish Dancer and Bruce Walker won Coral Delight. 
                                                                                                                                                                            Dale Andrews 
 
July Meeting Preview 
Our next meeting (22nd July) will be a week after the annual show. The bloom benching (7.00pm onwards) will possibly be the best of 
the year, with lots of japonicas, reticulatas and various hybrids. Inspired by the show this is another opportunity to display your blooms. 
Expect to see some excellent blooms!  We will have a post-show discussion, photos on the big screen and extra activities. 
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               CARING FOR YOUR CAMELLIAS IN J UL Y  & A U GUST - PETER LEVICK  
 
JULY  

By now most sasanquas will have finished blooming and, where it is necessary or desirable, should be pruned. In particular, the 
sasanquas forming a hedge on the side of driveways should be cut back to provide clearance. However, as many sasanquas have 
different growth habits they may be allowed to show their individual height characteristic.  

The major annual fertilizing of sasanquas should have been done by early July. 
The picking of japonica blooms during the season can be a minor form of pruning.  

 

AUGUST 

This is the month when all camellias other than sasanquas, should receive their major annual feeding.  Apart from aged animal 
manure, the most effective fertiliser is the pelletised slow-release form. The 12-to-13-month type will provide more nutrients in the 
warmer months, whilst growing a smaller amount in the colder months when the bush is flowering.  Camellia japonicas that have 
finished flowering can be pruned if it is considered necessary.  August westerly winds have a very drying effect on the garden and 
particular attention must be paid to watering and the irrigation system.  These winds often extend into September.  

 

 
 

Some winning blooms 
from the June 
meeting. 
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C. japonica 'Happy Higo'. Class 5  Hybrid single. 
Margaret Hall. 

Class: 16 Clusters &  sprays of multi-coloured flowers & 
hybrids. 'Kato No Kaori'. Judith McGill. 

C. japonica  'Aspasin Macarthur'. Class 8  Hybrid Informal Double. Dale 
Andrews. 

C. japonica  'Betty Ridley'. Class 9  Hybrid 
Formal Double. Dale Andrews. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS – in 2024, the dates and venues will vary each month 

 
July 2024 
Thursday 11 July NSW CRS Annual Show. Set-up the show at Ravenswood School for Girls 

10 Henry St Gordon.  Helpers needed 9am to 1.30 at the hall.   
Saturday 13 & 
Sunday 14 July 

NSW CRS Annual Show.  Ravenswood School Henry St Gordon.  
 
Benching 7am to 11am.  Everyone is welcome to show their blooms.  
 
Saturday 13 July 1.30 – 4.30pm. The show is open.  
 
Sunday 14 July 10am – 4pm. The show is open. 

Saturday 20 &  
Sunday 21 July 

Illawarra Annual Camellia Show. See website for details. 

Monday 22 July Monthly Meeting. Garden Square Hall, No.1 Garden Square, Gordon. 
7pm benching of blooms for 7.30pm meeting. Expect to see some 
excellent blooms!  We will have a post-show discussion, photos on 
the big screen and extra activities. 
 

August 2024 
Sunday 18 August Monthly Meeting. Visit to ‘Elegans’, the garden of Bill Fleming, 21 

Fishburns Rd Galston.  Time: From 10.30am. Bill will provide a 
tour of the garden, tea & coffee. Please bring a small plate of 
morning tea to share and your own lunch. We will hold the Blooms 
competition as usual.  
 

Friday 23 &  
Saturday 24 August 

National Camellia Show in Narrandera. 
 
 

September 2024 
Saturday 6 &  
Sunday 7 September 

Highlands Garden Society Camellia Show. Possible bus excursion. 
TBC 
 

Monday 16 September Monthly Meeting. Garden Square Hall, No.1 Garden Square, 
Gordon. Annual General Meeting. 7pm benching of blooms for 
7.30pm meeting.  
 

October 2024 
Date to be confirmed Annual Dinner and Presentations. Date and location TBC. 

 
 

 
 
 

Copyright:  Written permission is required from Jenny Cavenagh, the Editor of the NSW CRS 
newsletter before any images or content can be reused for any purpose.  
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              EVERYTHING CAMELLIAS - CAMELLIA RELATED EVENTS       

 
Eryldene Historic House and Garden - 17 McIntosh St Gordon 2072 
 
 

 Garden tours followed by a home-made morning tea (10am to 12 noon) 
 

Friday 2 August     Friday 6 September     Friday 4 October 

 
‘Take a tour with one of our garden volunteers to hear about how the Eryldene garden was created 
and the assembly of one of Australia’s most important camellia collections. 
Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and a homemade treat on the loggia afterwards.’ (Courtesy Eryldene 
website). 
The money raised supports the ‘Eryldene Trust’ providing funds to maintain the house and garden. Book 
online through the Eryldene website. Cost: $40. 

 
 
 
 Open Garden (10am to 3pm) 

 
 
Sunday 14th July  
Eryldene House and Garden will open to coincide with the annual NSW CRS Camellia Show at Ravenswood 
School.   House and Garden tours will be available.  
 
Our volunteer gardeners are keen once more to showcase the magnificent beauty of this historic garden at 
the peak of the camellia season. 
 
Eryldene's standard entry fees apply.   Entry – non-members $12.00, members $0.00. Tickets can be 
purchased at the gate on the day.  PLEASE NOTE:   The garden, cafe and house will be open on this day. 
 
 
Sunday 11 August                                   
Our volunteer gardeners are keen to showcase the magnificent beauty of this historic garden at the peak of 
the camellia season. 
 
Eryldene's standard entry fees apply.  Entry – non-members $12.00, members $0.00. Tickets can be 
purchased at the gate on the day. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:   The garden is open only.  The cafe and house are closed on this day. 

NEWSLETTER- July 2024  
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              MONTHLY BLOOMS COMPETITION - RESULTS OF THE JUNE MEETING        

  

Dale Andrews – 20  

Juliet Muras – 13   

Richie Griffiths – 11 

Bruce Walker – 8 

Judith McGill – 7  

Margaret Hall - 6 

Some prize-winning 
blooms! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos: Courtesy Jenny Cavenagh (Eds)  
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C. sasanqua 'Star above Star'. Class 4 
Sasanqua any form. Dale Andrews. 

C. japonica 'Moshio'. Class 6  Hybrid Semi-Double.  
Dale Andrews. 

C. japonica 'Great Eastern'. Class 6A Hybrid 
Irregular Semi-Double.  Dale Andrews. 

C. japonica 'Kato No Kaori'. Class 10  Hybrid Minature.  
Judith McGill. 

C2; Collection: Any camellia, any form. ‘Debutante’ Juliet Muras. 

C. japonica  'C M Wilson'. Class 7  Hybrid Elegans 
Form. Richie Griffiths. 



12  

 
 
 
 
 

Patron: Her Excellency Professor The Honourable Dame Marie Bashir AD CVO 

President: Dale Andrews M: 0403 716 914 

E: dsummersonga@gmail.com 

Vice President: Richie Griffiths M: 0418 200 139 

E: rgriffiths@ryde.nsw.gov.au 

Secretary: Helen Wallace M: 0404 721 572 

E: helenwallace1411@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Julie Hood M: 0448 399 868 

E: jhoodmazlin@gmail.com 

Membership 
Secretary 

Judith McGill M: 0401 505 656 

E: jmcgill.au@gmail.com 

Public Officer Richie Griffiths M: 0418 200 139 

E: rgriffiths@ryde.nsw.gov.au 

Editor Jenny Cavenagh M: 0401 996 358 

E: cavenagh@bigpond.net.au 

Librarian: Bill Fleming E: wfleming@primusonline.com.au 

Committee: Juliet Muras M: 0427 233 763 

julietm1607@gmail.com 

Erin Foulsham M: 0422 101 520 

E: erinfoulsham@gmail.com 

Jenny Goodwin M: 0425 200 043 

jenny@winwell.com.au 

Judith McGill As above 

Margaret Levick (NSWCRS Fellow)  

National 
Councillors  

Juliet Muras As above 

ABN: 16 873 158 367 

Incorporation 
No.: 

Y17693-47 
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               SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FROM CAMELLIAS AUSTRALIA  

 
 

PRESS RELEASE - SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM CAMELLIAS AUSTRALIA INC 
 

New book:  Camellias Australia Celebrating 70 Years 

Camellias Australia announces that their new book ‘Camellias Australia Celebrating 70 Years’ will be 
available from 1 July 2024.   

The book is the work of Jenny Donohoe and Jim Powell who have researched the highs and lows of camellias 
in Australia and the state societies.  This A4 size book is over 310 pages, 1181 photos and in full colour.   
It contains stories from across Australia of people who love camellias, plant hunters extraordinaire, 
breeders, hybriders, camellia gardens, camellia nurseries, and many photos of people and places connected 
with camellia activities.  

This book is a collection of historic information including a list of those who were awarded the Camellias 
Australia Medals and Trophies, information about the congresses and shows, photo archives and even 
information about those who bred the camellia ‘Margaret Davis’!  Did you know there was a riot at a camellia 
show?  A great read with some humour. 

You can order your book now by contacting the secretary, Jenny Donohoe.  Costs have been kept low through 
generous donations from individuals and affiliates. 

Available at the NSW CRS Annual Show for $40.  

Contact: Jenny Donohoe, Secretary Camellias Australia – jennydonohoe5@yahoo.com.au 

 

Camellias Australia National Show 
 
The Camellias Australia National Show is being held in Narrandera on Friday, 23 August and Saturday  
24 August 2024, at the Narrandera Services Club. This is an important event, being their 50th Camellia Show 
and probably their last.  
 
Hume Camellia Society is closing, and they are making this their last show with special events being held over 
the weekend. All members are welcome to bring along blooms. Please check out our website RSVP Jenny 
Donohue for further information regarding these events. 

Contact: Jenny Donohoe, Secretary Camellias Australia – jennydonohoe5@yahoo.com.au 
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ESTABLISHED 1939 
 

OUR NURSERY: 8 Cattai Ridge Road, Glenorie NSW 2157 

Phone: (02) 9652 1200 

NURSERY TRADING HOURS 
 

OPEN Monday to Saturday 9am-4pm 
CLOSED Sunday 

Browse our website at: http://www.camelliagrove.com.au 
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